
6 Historic Lotus

My story storts bock in 1950 when os on eighteen

yeor old student studying Dentistry I lived with my

porents ond two brothers in o lorge house ot Muswell
Hill North London. As o hobby my brother Michoel
ond I hod put together o very well equipped
workshop with up to the minute set up of hoist ond

sliding gontry, pit, welding geor, lothe, volve
grinder, smoll tools, benches ond oll the other

porophernolio thot bock up o complete cor
workshop. We used this to buy ond refurbish old
cors ond then sell them on to moke o bit of money,

being entirely self tought.

One doy o young mon stopped ot the goroge where we were
ot work ond introduced himself os Colin Chopmon. To cut o
very long story short by the time he hod left thot ofternoon he

hod persuoded us ond we hod ogreed thot together we
would design, build ond roce o new moke of cor fhe Lotus!

Together we built ond roced the legendory Austin Lotus Mork
3 bosed on the Seven Fifty Club formulo using oll Austin 7
ports. This wos so successful thot it wos o closs leoder ond
often competed in the l500cc closs where it usuolly come
either first or second to the Connought's. The reoder should

be owore thot ot this time oll rocing wos on old ex oirforce
perimeter trock club circuits. Cors were either pre wor sports

cors or home mode speciols tuned by their owners rocing on

stondord tyres with the drivers weoring motor cycle crosh

helmets ond usuolly driving with open necked shirts, kousers

ond plimsolls.

Trocks were lined with old oil drums ond strow boles, ond if
you were unlucky to hit o drum which hod not hod o hole

punched into it this would be filled with roin woter. Morsholls
were lorgely untroined, leorning on the job, being other cor

club members, with no speciol equipment except o fire

extinguisher ond o few signolling flogs.

ln spite of this it wos oll enormous fun os you could build your

own cor, tune ond roce lt with success for o very modest sum.

As o result of our octivities the Lotus nome groduolly become

well known for the design ond performonce of this little cor
included some very odvonced feotures for the doy including
front swing oxle suspension, the desiomesing of the little
Austin Z engine inlet monifold system ond o fully oil
pressurised three beoring cronkshott.

We went on to moke the Lotus Mork 4 kiols cor for Mike
Lowson portner with Alfred Moss, Stirlings fother, of Moss

ond Lowson motor cor soles fome.

Benefiting from the intense development work thot hod gone
into the little Mork 3 Colin designed the Mork 6 Lotus for the

l50Occ closs with o Ford Consul engine ond the first fully
spoce frome tubulor chossis, ogoin with swing oxle front
suspension, solid Ford bock oxle ond mony other feotures.

On its first oppeoronce ot Silverstone Lofty Englond, Joguor's
chief spent o long time looking ot the cor, ond the next yeor

sow the introduction of the 'D' type with spoce frome chossisl

Devotees of motor rocing of this time will need no reminder of
the success of this Lotus design which loter oppeored with
mony engines, moinly the Ford 1172 side volve unit which

eventuolly formed one of the strongest closses in club rocing
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even to this doy ond which loter went on to become the Lotus

Z ond loter the Coterhom Z series up to the present time!

I could write poges devoted to this period in motor rocing
development os we did not reolise thot we were in foct
moking history in thot eventuolly oll rocing cors up to the
present doy would be mode with light weight spoce fromes

until the edvent of corbon fibre ond other exotic technology.
However I must get on with this story ond its relevonce to my
love of the Mercedes morque. By this time we hod formed the

Lotus Engineering Compony with Colin ond Michoel os moin
portners. I should exploin thot work wos divided between the
three of us os follows: Michoel did oll engine work, tuning

ond modificotions. l, Nigel, did oll chossis work, welding,
brozing ond suspension fobricotions, ond Colin wos in

chorge of generol design ond bodywork. After the Lotus 6 we
moved onto the Mork 8.

At this time my brother decided to port with Colin who wos
still working ot British Aluminium full time, whilst Michoel wos
full time Lotus Engineering ond beoring the full brunt of doy to
doy problems whilst I os o full time dentol student only worked
ot nights ond weekends.

The Lotus Mork 8 wos the first fully designed oerodynomic
bodied cor with bodywork designed by Fronk Costin, Mike
Costin's older brother. Mike hod joined Colin ot the stort of
,l953 

to corry on ofter my brother Michoel left. I quolified os

o dentist in 
,l955 

ond hod to stort to eorn o living. Mike loter
formed Cosworth Engineering with Keith Duckworth, but thot
is onother greot story.

ln the event the Mork 8 wos designed to use the I250cc MG
engine ond Colin ond I decided thot we would eoch roce in
the closs with this new design. Mine wos simple with ogoin
swing oxle front suspension ond solid reor end but I

undertook to once ogoin desiomese the engine inlet trocts to
improve performonce ond fitted o poir of the new twin choke

sidedroft Solex corburettors. ln full roce tune this cor wos
copoble of 125 mph. Colin's cor wos more odvonced with
De Dion reor end ond o lighter gouge body shell ond hence

o better performonce.

We now come to the moin point in this story. We obtoined on

invitotion for entry to the sports cor rocing ot the Nurburgring
circuit prior to the Grond Prix, for both cors under the Teom

Lcius bonner for this meeting on I st August 1954. Our efforts

:!e-he previous three yeors hod not gone unnoticed in the

-:'o..ccing hierorchy so this wos o big feother in our cops.
' 3r3 'o. the entry ottrocted STARTING MONEYI Reoders

s-.- 3 .e 3lvore lhot up to this time everything we did hod to
ce : -:-:e: ce'sonolly, in my cose from my indulgent fother
3-r r,-3'e,e- -cney we could eorn doing up cors for sole
r-3 s.'-: ,.,rs 3 roior odvonce ond we decided to give it
a-r oes's':'.

I drove my open cor logether with my fionc6e Pouline, on the
rood to the Eifel mountoin circuit through heovy overnight roin

{r
with no hood! At one point the roin wos so heovy thot we
were forced lo stop ond both shelter under o ground sheet
until the roin oboted.

ln those doys the full circuit wos not the presenf wotered down
version but wos o full l4 miles round for eoch lop with over
'l40 corners ond o lop time os for os I remember for sports
cors of oround twelve minutes.

By comporison with UK circuits Nurburgring wos impressive.

Eoch competitor hod their own lock up pit/ goroge with
power ond light! The moin circuit included bonked corners
ond long very wide stroights ot the stort/finish. The stort ron

off into o 360 degree turn so thot the cors then come bock
post the pits, ot full bore ogoin, the two trocks seporoted by
o norrow borrier where spectotors ond competitors could
wotch. On either side of these stroights were lorge
grondstonds seoting thousonds of spectotors.

We hod been ioined by Donny Morgulies in onother Lotus Mk
8 ond oll three Lotus cors went out to proctice ond I hod the
misforiune to hove on engine foilure when o volve heod broke
off ot full speed ond ofter rottling oround inside the cylinder
heod it ihen punched its woy through the top of the piston ond
down into the sump. The reoder might imoge whot this

involved. With no storting money disoster loomed big time.

Frontic colls were mode to the stoff ot Lotus heodquorters ot
Tottenhom Lone North London ond o stondord cylinder heod,
conrod ond pislon were locoted. Pocked up ond put on o
plone they duly orrived ot the locol oirport in Germony. But

how to get there to pick them up?

Our soviour wos o young Germon, o member of the Porsche

entouroge with two full gold covered upper conine teeth ond
o duelling scor, ond who offered to drive me to the oirport to

collect the ports. On the woy he wos determined to show me

how good his cor wos ond succeeded to spinning it twice on

the domp cobbled streets in the Eifel mountoin villoges we
possed through before orriving sofely ot the oirport. However
consternotion reigned when customs refused to releose the

ports without duty being poid. I hod no money, no longuoge
skills ond to this doy I do not know how he monoged to get
them to releose the ports without poyment but I om eternolly
groteful to him for his help.

ln those doys we hod two proctice doys before the octuol
roce ond the engine foilure wos on the first doy. All
competitors hod the use of the Shell ond Esso workshop
wogons which were fully equipped ond hod very helpful stoff.

Once bock ot the pits I immediotely begon to strip the engine.
The spore MG cylinder heod wos of course stondord in every
respect so my speciol desiomesed inlet monifold would not

only not fit but olso did not olign with the stondord ports or
ottochment bolts. I monoged to remove the conrod big end

beoring cop from the bottom of the sump ond to fit o new
piston ond rod from obove. Fortunotely the piston ond big
end iournol were of stondord size so no greot fitting wos
required or indeed could hove been done in the time
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ovoiloble. This work wos done without removing the engine
involving much on your bock effort! Fitting the cylinder heod

wos o for greoter problem. Eventuolly I monoged to get it to
roughly fit the monifold with much filing ond then hond drilled

the heod with o pistol drill to toke my speciol monifold studs

ond retopped the heod by hond to toke the retoining bolts.

Nothing lined up properly but it ron ond we could stort. A
gosket wos mode by hond. By this time I hod been without
sleep for neorly 48 hours coupled with the long drive to the

circuit ond wos completely knockered.

I think the orgonisers hod been closely wotching this poor
Engllsh idiot's efforts with increosing olorm, to moke the

storting grid on time ond come forword with the suggestion

thot they would offer double storting money if I would let one

of their regulor circuit drivers, who knew the circuit well, to
roce the cor os otherwise they did not feel I wos in o fit stote

to toke on the l4 mile lops without incident. Doubtless they
were olso keen for one of their own drivers to experience first

hond the performonce of this new British cor morquel
Reluctont though I wos to relinquish o drive on this fomous

circuit I eventuolly sow the wisdom of their odvice since they

were moving to prevent my driving ot oll in this stote, ond so

Erwin Bouer wos to drive the cor in my ploce.

ln the roce he wos in foct doing well ond os I recoll wos lying
in fourth ploce when he come post the pit woving the

georshift lever in his hond. Without being oble to chonge
geor he limped to finish. lronicolly this wos the only port of
the cor I hod not secured with o locking tog ond in foct whot
hoppened wos thot the retoining screwed collor groduolly
come undone so releosing the shift lever. He of course could
not fit it bock whilst driving ond so come to on end oll our
efforts. However we hod storted ond obtoined double storting

money.

I now come to the memoroble port of this story. As

competitors we were oble to mingle with the Grond Prix

teoms ot close hond to see the new Mercedes W]96, see

The Mork 6 in the poddock of Silverstone. Hozel ond Colin Chopmon ore
stonding behind the cor which is obout to /eove the poddock to roce with
Nige/A//en ot the wheel.

them go out to proctice ond be involved with the personolities
of the doy. The sight of the new streomlined shope wos quite

owe inspiring ond its shorp vibront exhoust sound quite

deofening. Quite unique wos the sight of Herr Neubouer
heod of Mercedes rocing complete, ond never without his

hot, giving teom directions ond everyone running in oll

directions to do his biddlngl

At the stort of the moin event we were oble to be right on the

stort line. I con remember even now the noise ond excitement

of the cors storting up ond rewing up to o crescendo, leoving
the storting line ond disoppeoring into the 360 degree turn in

o cloud of pungent blue smoke, with the frogront smell of

Costrol R drifting ocross the trock, then round the turn ond
then coming bock post the stort. The ground literolly shook

ond the noise from thousonds of excited Germon spectotors

on their feet, wos eor deofening ond on experience thot con

never be repeoted. Silence lhen ensued for ten minutes whilst
onlookers wotched the cors progress on o huge illuminoted
circuit mop, with commentory from huge loudspeokers in the

stonds, before the leoding cors hurtled into sight ofter the first

lop.

As Tim lmrie's orticle describes, the roce wos quite on eosy

win for Monuel Fongio, who wos such o quiet personolity,

driving with such precision even to the extent of overtoking on

the Korrusel which to the unlightened is the one corner on the

old trock where the surfoce wos inclined ot 45 degrees.

Once on this the driver wos suddenly subiected to for
increosed 'G' forces ond where the trock wos quite norrow
ln spite of this he monoged to overtoke slower cors ot this

pointl

The ottoched photogroph of the Mork 8 Lotus roced on thot
occosion wos token the lost time I drove the cor ot Bronds

Hotch in 1955. lt wos ot this meeting thot I hod o monumentol

dice with the Emperor Speciol driven by Dovid Blokely who it
might be remembered wos shot ond killed by Ruth Ellis the lost

women to be honged in Greot Britoin. Such is how history is

mode.

After I quolified os o Dentol Surgeon in 1955 ond with my

morrioge looming it seemed to be o good time to get on with
the more serious side of life ond I sold the Lotus.

Over the yeors thot hove since elopsed it is remorkoble thot
those hond built cors still survive todoy 50 yeors loter. The

Mork 3 hos been rebuilt ond regulorly oitends Lotus memoriol
meetings. My originol Mork 6 prototype XML 6 hos recently

been rebuilt by the present owner Grohom Neorn, until

recently choirmon of Coterhom Cors, ond he hos currently
lent it to the museum ot Goydon. The Mork 8 ogoin recently

rebuilt is olso on the present scene with o new owner ond is

expected to ottend events this yeor.

My wife ond I survived oll the rocing experiences together
ond ore now opprooching our Golden Wedding Anniversory.


